
A Guide To The 
ResAkss WebsiTe



The ReSAKSS website was created to allow users easy 
access to data, analysis, publications and information 
on agriculture and economic development in Africa. 
Following is a list what you can do on ReSAKSS.com 
and how.

http://www.resakss.org

By default, when you first visit the ReSAKSS website, you 
are in the “compare countries” mode. This mode allows 

you to select one or two 
countries or regions and 

visually compare their performance in one indicator over 
time.

Select an indicator from the top bar. The default is 1. 
GDP growth.

Select a country by clicking on the 2. country name in 
the left hand menu or on the country on the map.
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CompARe CounTRies

Once you have selected the first country for your 3. 
comparison simply roll your mouse over any other 
country (in the map or listed on the left hand menu) 
to see their performance on the line chart. In the 
example below, Angola is selected, and Zambia’s 
GDP growth also shows up in the line chart as a 
dashed line.

To view the line chart in more detail, click and drag the 
scale adjusters to the right hand side of the line chart.  To 
zoom in or out on the map, drag the slider bar.
Roll your mouse over any other country to compare their 
progress on the line chart.

Sudan’s GDP growth shows up as the dashed line.Notice that rolling over the country in the map highlights 
that country’s line in the chart.



To compare more than two countries, return to the default 
Africa Wide map by clicking “Africa Wide” in the left hand 
menu. The color of each country on the map matches its 
indicator on the far right hand side of the line chart. To 
view changes in a given indicator over time, slide the 
year bar.
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To compare all indicators across time for a particular 
country:

First, select a country on the map or from the left side 1. 
list.
Then, expand the map feature by clicking on the 2. 
triangle underneath the map.

Lastly, click “Compare Indicators” to display a bar 3. 
chart with all data for the selected country.

As in the line chart, you can slide the year bar to view a 
snapshot of the indicators in any given year.

CompARe indiCAToRs



The new website allows users to download excel 
spreadsheets, images of the bar charts, and images of the 

Africa map. Under the tab“Download 
Data”, select the item you would like to 
download and either open it or save it.

When you select “export a map” the map will show all 
countries in Africa for a particular indicator in a selected 

year. Before downloading the map, 
you first have to specify which 

information (indicator and year) you would like the map 
to reflect.

First, select the indicator you would like to see 1. 
displayed on the map from the pull-down 
indicator menu.

Then, slide the year slider to the year that you want 2. 
to download the map for.
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doWnloAd
infoRmATion

With the parameters specified, you are now ready 3. 
to download your customized map. Simply click 
on “Download Data” and then “Download” next to 
“Export the Map (Selected Year)”. You may choose to 
either open or save the file to your computer. 

doWnloAd mAps



The downloaded file will be an image file reflecting the 
two parameters you selected: in the example below, the 
map shows the Global Hunger Index for 1993.
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When you select “export a map” the map will show all 
countries in Africa for a particular indicator in a selected 

year. Before downloading 
the map, you first have to 

specify which information (indicator and year) you would 
like the map to reflect.

First, select the indicator you would like to see 1. 
displayed on the map from the pull-down indicator 
menu.

Next, click on the “Compare Indicators” tab to pull 2. 
up the online version of the bar chart, which displays 
the country’s status on every indicator on the website. 
Notice that the year is set at 2007, but you can slide 
the year bar to designate the year of your choice.

expoRT bAR ChARTs



With these parameters set, click on “Download Data”, and 
then “Download” next to “Export the Bar Chart”. You may 
choose to either open or save the file to your computer.
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The downloaded file will be 
an image file reflecting the 
country and its indicators 
for the selected year. 
The bar chart size can 
be adjusted for improved 
legibility. This example 
shows the bar chart for all 
2007 indicators in Ghana.



You may also download a line chart, which will show a 
given indicator in a selected country over all periods of 

time. As with the other 
downloadable items, 

you must first specify which parameters you want your 
downloaded line chart to show. 
First, select a country. Then, select an indicator from the 
pull-down menu. Finally, under the Download tab, click 
“Download” next to “Export Line Chart”. 
The downloaded file will be an image file reflecting the 
country and the selected indicator. In the example on the 
following page, the line chart shows total fertilizer use 
for Lesotho from 1980-2008. In the background, the line 
chart also displays the total fertilizer use of other African 
countries for comparison purposes.
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doWnloAd line ChARTs



You may also download all of the data that is available 
for a selected subject. By first selecting an indicator from 

the pull-down menu (for example, total 
fertilizer use) and then downloading 

all data for the selected subject under the Download tab, 
you will receive an excel file containing every country’s 
fertilizer use from 1980-2008.
You may also choose to download all available data 
on a selected country. First, select the country you are 
interested in and then click download next to “Export all 
data for a selected country” under the Download tab. You 
will receive an excel file containing data on all available 
indicators from 1980-2008 for your selected country.

13 14
Another option for downloading information is to copy 
and paste data from the no-flash version of the site into 

excel. To view the 
no-flash version of the 
site, click on the “No-

Flash Version” link on the bottom right hand corner of the 
website. A drop down menu of countries and indicators 
will replace the animated top portion of the site and look 
like this:

To display data, select either a country or a subject from 
the pull-down menus. Then select the data in the cells, 
copy and paste into an excel spreadsheet.

expoRT dATA doWnloAd dATA 
WiThouT Adobe flAsh



The ReSAKSS website also contains a wealth of 
knowledge on each country and region’s progress towards 

the CAADP and 
MDG goals and 
options for growth 

and poverty reduction. Selecting a country on the map 
will also display all related reports, analysis and content 
on the bottom half of the web page.
Publications, announcements and information on 
ReSAKSS data and tools are available by clicking on any 
of these topics under the General menu.
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Country-specific content can be found by clicking on the 
navigational buttons to monitor that country.

AnAlysis, publiCATions, 
& moniToRinG pRoGRess



For more information, contact Melissa Lambert at m.lambert@cgiar.org.


